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I appreciate the support that has
been expressed for this amendment,
and I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chairman,
while not opposed to this amendment, I
ask unanimous consent to claim the
time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the gentlewoman from New
York is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chairman,
I just simply want to say thank you to
the gentlelady from Ohio for her sensi-
tivity and commitment to our veterans
at a time of war, and for working to
perfect this legislation.

I have no opposition to this amend-
ment. I am prepared to accept the
amendment.

I yield to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. CHABOT).

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Chairman, we
have no opposition.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. I yield back the
balance of my time.

Ms. SUTTON. Madam Chairman, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. SUT-
TON).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 10 OFFERED BY MR. BARROW

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in
order to consider amendment No. 10
printed in House Report 110-603.

Mr. BARROW. Madam Chairman, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 10 offered by Mr. BARROW:

Page 36, after line 2, insert the following:

(D) MINORITY INSTITUTION PILOT PROGRAM.—

(i) ESTABLISHMENT.—From amounts made
available to carry out this subparagraph, the
Administrator shall establish and carry out
a pilot program to make grants to minority
institutions that partner with nonprofit or-
ganizations that have experience developing
relationships between industry, minority in-
stitutions, and other entities, for the pur-
pose of increasing the number of SBIR and
STTR program applications by minority-
owned small businesses.

(ii) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive
a grant under the pilot program established
in clause (i), a minority institution shall
submit an application to the Administrator
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information and assurances as
the Administrator may require.

(iii) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—As a condi-
tion of a grant under the pilot program, the
Administrator shall require that a matching
amount be provided from a source other than
the Federal Government that is equal to the
amount of the grant.

(iv) MINORITY INSTITUTION.—In this sub-
paragraph, the term ‘“‘minority institution”
has the meaning given that term in section
365(3) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1067k(3)).

(v) FUNDING.—For each of fiscal years 2009
through 2012, of the amounts appropriated
pursuant to the authorization of appropria-
tions in subparagraph (C), up to $4,000,000
shall be available to carry out this subpara-
graph.
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The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1125, the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. BARROW) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

Mr. BARROW. I thank the Chair and
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Chairman, the whole purpose
of the SBIR and STTR programs is a
generally recognized acknowledgement
of the fact that in the bidding wars
with the big guys for Federal con-
tracting, small businesses are just gen-
erally outgunned. And while that is
true for small businesses generally, it’s
even more true for a subset of small
businesses. Minority-owned small busi-
nesses are at even a greater disparity
and disadvantage when it comes to
competing for government contracts,
research and development.

Less than 10 percent of the SBIR
grants are made to minority-owned
small businesses. Now if SBIR and
STTR are at the forefront of ensuring
that American small businesses remain
competitive, we’ve got to make sure
that minority-owned businesses have
an opportunity to participate. But too
often, minority and disadvantaged
small businesses don’t even KkKnow
about these grants. If they don’t know
about them, they can’t compete for
them.

My amendment seeks to address this
in a carefully drawn and constructive
manner. It does this by authorizing
grants to partnerships between minor-
ity institutions, as that term is defined
in the amendment, and nonprofit orga-
nizations that have experience in link-
ing up minority-owned businesses with
government contracting.

There are limits, carefully drawn
limits drawn into the amendment. One
of those is that the administrator of
the SBA gets to set the terms and con-
ditions for submitting and applying for
these grants.

Second, it requires these grants can
only be made to partnerships with ex-
perienced partners. Minority institu-
tions, as defined by the amendment,
consist of colleges that serve a minor-
ity, 51 percent or more of minority stu-
dents. This is basically HBCUs, but not
exclusively HBCUs, and also requires
they be in partnership with nonprofits
that have experience in linking small
businesses with government contracts.

Finally, what the bill does is it
doesn’t create any authorization for
spending new money. It doesn’t appro-
priate any new money. What it does is
it directs the administrator to set up a
pilot program that authorizes him to
spend up to $4 million in money that is
already authorized and appropriated
for such purposes.

HBCUs and local nonprofits, they
have the experience in connecting
small businesses with government con-
tracts. My amendment allows them to
work together to increase minority-
owned business participation in gov-
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ernment contracting. That’s good for
the government when it’s the cus-
tomer, it’s good for the taxpayers, and
it’s good for the economy.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chairman,
while not opposed to the amendment, I
ask unanimous consent to claim the
time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the gentlewoman from New
York is recognized for 5 minutes.

There wag no objection.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chairman,
I thank the gentleman from Georgia
for his amendment and his efforts to
improve this bill.

The amendment establishes a grant
program for minority institution with
the purpose of increasing the number
of SBIR and STTR applications sub-
mitted by companies owned by minori-
ties. The participation of women-owned
and minority-owned companies in the
SBIR program continues to be at unac-
ceptably low levels. The Barrow
amendment—along with the provisions
of H.R. 5819, that reauthorize the FAST
program—seeks to address this chal-
lenge. It does this by funding outreach
efforts to encourage and support more
applicants by companies owned by mi-
norities.

I now will yield to the gentleman
from Ohio for any comments that he
might have.

Mr. CHABOT. I thank the gentlelady
for yielding. We have no opposition to
the gentleman’s amendment.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. With that, I will
accept the amendment.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BARROW. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. BAR-
ROW).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 11 OFFERED BY MRS. CAPITO

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in
order to consider amendment No. 11
printed in House Report 110-603.

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Chairman, I
offer an amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 11 offered by Mrs. CAPITO:

Page 8, line 10, after ‘‘minorities,” insert
the following: ‘‘small business concerns
owned and controlled by service-disabled
veterans,”.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1125, the gentle-
woman from West Virginia (Mrs.
CAPITO) and a Member opposed each
will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from West Virginia.

Mrs. CAPITO. Thank you, Madam
Chairman. I also want to thank the
chairman of the Small Business Com-
mittee and the ranking member of the
Small Business Committee for their
good hard work on this piece of legisla-
tion. I would also like to thank the



